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FIRE PREVENTION

HON. CURT WELDON
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 30, 1996

Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker,
we are continually bombarded by news of dis-
asters in our country. But unfortunately, the
disaster that befalls more than 400,000 fami-
lies each year is fire. While the number of
household fires has been reduced, these fires
continue to cause more than $4 billion in dam-
age. According to the National Fire Protection
Association, the most frequent cause of
household fires is something that seems so
simple—careless cooking.

Recognizing this situation exists, the Asso-
ciation of Home Appliance Manufacturers, rep-
resenting the producers of kitchen ranges and
ovens, has stepped forward to create aware-
ness of this issue and focus educational ef-
forts toward reducing the incidence of these
needless fires.

The home appliance manufacturers joined
with the National Association of State Fire
Marshals and conducted an intense survey of
careless cooking fires in 10 major jurisdictions
in the United States. The survey results tell us
some interesting things about careless cook-
ing fires.

First, in nearly three-fourths of fires, the per-
son responsible for the cooking was not in the
area at the time the fire broke out. Unattended
cooking has long been the single greatest
cause of these fires.

Second, in nearly two-thirds of the fires, the
person left the area rather than fight the fire.
But in those cases where someone stayed to
try and deal with it, nearly half used incorrect
methods to do so, often increasing their risk of
injury and damage to the home.

Third, half of the people responsible for
careless cooking fires were between the ages
of 30 and 49, not the very old or very young.
This number is far larger than the population
represented by this age group.

Fourth, consistent with other studies of
inner-city and disadvantaged populations, a
disproportionately high number of careless
cooking fires seem to have occurred in minor-
ity households. Minority populations appear to
be at particular risk for fire and should receive
special attention in any education effort.

Using this study, the Association of Home
Appliance Manufacturers and several other
public safety groups, fire departments, and the
U.S. Fire Administration are working together
to help change the basic behavior. Special
projects made possible by the appliance man-
ufacturers are underway. For example, nearly
10 million special teaching brochures are
being distributed this year. This includes the
manufacturers inserting one in every new
range as well as several million being distrib-
uted by school teachers, fire educators, and
public service groups. In addition, a teaching
video is being developed for fire educators. Fi-
nally, public service announcements and video
news releases have been prepared and spe-
cial educational grants have been made to fire
educators to try new avenues to reach and
educate the public.

The most important messages are rather
simple. Stay focused on your cooking. If you
have to leave the kitchen, turn off the range.
If you have a fire, get the family out of the

house and call 911 or the emergency service
number.

I commend the appliance manufacturers on
this program and urge public service groups
and all fire departments across the country to
join together to fight careless cooking fires.
Together we can reduce the numbers of these
fires and the effects of such a disaster on our
citizens.
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OF NEW JERSEY
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Mrs. ROUKEMA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-

gratulate the Bergen County, NJ, Housing Au-
thority on receiving the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development’s Sustained
Performance Award.

Presented by the Office of Public and Indian
Housing, this award recognizes the Bergen
County Housing Authority for ‘‘excellence in
overall management performance’’ in the
years 1993, 1994, and 1995. The housing au-
thority received a perfect score of 100 in fiscal
1995 as measured by the Office’s Public
Housing Management Assessment Program.

This award is a well-deserved honor for the
staff, management, and tenants of the Bergen
County Housing Authority. Their hard work
and dedication to making the 503 units oper-
ated by the authority some of the finest public
housing in the Nation is exemplary. I am par-
ticularly pleased that the entire Nation will now
know what we in Bergen County have known
for a long time.

No organization can succeed without strong
leadership and much of the credit in this case
must go to Jack R. D’Ambrosio, Jr., executive
director of the housing authority.

Responsible for the administration of all af-
fairs of the authority and for the formulation of
plans for new programs and their implementa-
tion, Mr. D’Ambrosio has held his position
since April 1988. He is responsible for an an-
nual operating budget of more than $24 million
and supervises a staff of 75 full- and part-time
employees who work with 51 member munici-
palities within Bergen County.

Mr. D’Ambrosio is also executive director of
the Housing Development Corp. of Bergen
County, a unit of the housing authority created
so the authority can engage in the financing
and development of affordable housing for
low- and moderate-income individuals and
families.

The first major project of the development
corporation was a 135-unit senior citizens
building. Since then, the corporation has been
responsible for the construction of affordable
condominium and townhouse units on 26 dif-
ferent sites throughout Bergen County.

Mr. D’Ambrosio is the former ombudsman
for the institutionalized elderly for the State of
New Jersey. An attorney admitted to the bar
in both New Jersey and Texas, his past and
current activities have included member of the
board at Bergen Pines County Hospital in
Paramus, the board of Holy Name Hospital in
Teaneck, the Bergen County Human Services
Advisory Board, the Alumni Executive Council
of William Paterson College in Wayne and
many other groups.

Again, I congratulate the Bergen County
Housing Authority and Mr. D’Ambrosio on the
receipt of this high honor. I wholeheartedly
agree that it is well-deserved. I am confident
their fine work will continue for many years to
come. Bergen County is fortunate to have
such caring and dedicated individuals among
its leaders.
f
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ERT WALKER ON HIS RETIRE-
MENT
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Mr. MONTGOMERY. Mr. Speaker, It has
been my pleasure to have served with Rep-
resentative BOB WALKER. We have worked to-
gether as Members of this House for more
years than I care to remember During that
time, I cannot recall anyone with more knowl-
edge on the rules of the House. In fact, I
would say that he is an expert in parliamen-
tary procedure.

Congressman WALKER was elected to the
House of Representatives in 1976. Since then,
he has spent much of his time on the House
floor working on different pieces of legislation.
He was an original sponsor of the only statu-
tory provision in present law protecting a stu-
dent’s right to voluntary school prayer.

As chairman of the House Science Commit-
tee, he has strongly supported basic research.
He has worked on legislation that allows for
the research and development of hydrogen as
an alternative fuel source, and he authored
legislation on the viability of space as our next
economic frontier.

As he prepares to retire and head back
home to Pennsylvania, I wish Representative
BOB WALKER and his wife, Sue, the best.
Maybe now he will have more time to dedicate
to his writing.
f
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Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, on September
26, the U.S. Arms Control and Disarmament
Agency [ACDA], celebrated its 35th anniver-
sary. I am proud to have been one of the ar-
chitects of the Arms Control and Non-Pro-
liferation Act of 1994 which underscored the
necessity of maintaining bipartisan support for
a revitalized ACDA to address the immense
arms control agenda facing the United States
in the post-cold war world.

The arms control agenda remains a vital
issue, one which demands our continued vigi-
lance and support. On September 24, Presi-
dent Clinton because the first world leader to
sign the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty
[CTBT] at the United Nations—a commitment
from virtually all the world’s nations to end nu-
clear tests for all time.

The greatest danger to our security is from
a nexus of new threats—rogue states, terror-
ism, international crime, drug trafficking, and
weapons of mass destruction. We must seize
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